Western RC&D Association Annual Conference

Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces
Las Cruces, New Mexico

"Viva RC&D!”  Through Conservation, Energy & Diversity
Sunday, January 13, 2008
  1:00 PM -   5:00 PM

Registration






Avenida




Vendor & State Displays Set-up

  3:00 PM -  5:00 PM

Board of Directors Meeting - 



San Rafael
  6:00 PM


President's Reception & Banquet



San Andres Ballroom





Chicken Relleno Dinner 




Entertainment by “Mariachi Real de Chihuahua”


Monday, January 14, 2008
  7:30 AM


Registration and Exhibit set up continues


Avenida
  8:30 AM -  9:30 AM
Master of Ceremonies –




San Andres Ballroom
Frances Martinez, President, NM Assoc. of RC&D Councils





Presentation of Colors and Pledge of Allegiance

 – Hot Springs High School Jr. ROTC





Welcome – Ken Miyagishima, Mayor of Las Cruces





Invocation- Rev. Jon Moore, Morning Star United Methodist Church


   
  


Introduction of Keynote Speaker- 
       Dennis Alexander, State Conservationist-New Mexico, NRCS 
  9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Keynote Speaker – 




San Andres Ballroom
 
Major General Mel Montaño, former Adjutant General, New Mexico National Guard
10:30 AM - 10:45 AM
Break
10:45 AM - 11:45 AM
Leadership Reports – 




San Andres Ballroom


Terry D’Addio, Team Leader, RC&D Program, NRCS
 
 


 
Sharon Ruggi, President, NARC&D

 Joe Leichtnam, President, Western RC&D Association
12:00 PM -   1:30 PM
Luncheon  & Speaker -  (Encanto Dinner Buffet) 
San Andres Ballroom
Border Conservation Initiative- 
     Rosendo Trevino, NRCS US-Mexico Conservation Coordinator
  1:45 PM -   3:15 PM
Concurrent Session - 

Tourism and Eco Development –



Tularosa
Erin M. Ward, Director of US-Mexico Outreach and Project Coordinator





Success Stories-





Soledad
1:45 – 2:25 – Collaborative Cooperation in the Recovery of the
                    Threatened Utah Prairie Dog

2:35-3:15 – Documentary Film:  “Are We Safe from Wildfire?” 

                  Lessons Learned from the Poe Cabin Fire


Community Wildfire Protection Plans and how they affect rural communities –





San Augustin
 Terrell Treat, Wildland Urban Interface Specialist

NM Forest & Watershed Health Office




Success Stories-





Guadalupe
                                           

 1:45 - 2:25 North Dakota Invasive Species Partnership Project

                                               

2:35 – 3:15 - Distiller’s Grain Research 
  3:15 PM -  3:30 PM
Break
   3:30 PM -  5:00 PM
Panel Discussion - 



San Andres Ballroom




Carbon sequestration and C-trading-
Dr Joel Brown, Collaborator, Jornada Experimental Range
Woody Biomass in Rural America-
Jerry Payne, Bioenergy specialist, US Forest Service, Southwest Region 





Options for Energy Independence for the US-
Sharon Walker, Sandia National Lab
5:00 PM

State Meetings- rooms to be announced



Western RC&D Association Standing Committee Meetings:

· Finance & Endowment

· 2009 Site Selection

· Drought & Energy




· Bylaws/Policy & Procedures

· Awards/Recognition & Marketing/Public Relations

FREE NIGHT - DINNER ON YOUR OWN

Tuesday, January 15, 2008
7:30 AM


Registration continues




Avenida
 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM 
Concurrent Session-
Western Association Business Meeting part I- 
San Andres Ballroom
Joe Leichtnam, President, Western RC&D Association
NRCS Staff Meeting




Cimarron


Terry D’Addio, Team Leader, RC&D Program, NRCS


Donna Hunter, National Association of RC&D Councils
9:30 a.m.  10:00 a.m.
Break

10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Western Association Business Meeting part II- 
San Andres Ballroom
Joe Leichtnam, President, Western RC&D Association
11:30 AM 


Luncheon & Awards – (Fiesta Buffet)

San Andres Ballroom
11:30 – 12:30
Good Fences Don't Always Make Good Neighbors: Enhancing National Security Through Effective Resource Management and Shared Economic Development-Dr. Michael Hensley, Director, Special Projects, Research and Economic Development Division

New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology
12:35 – 1:00  PM

AWARDS PRESENTATION

1:00  -  1:30  PM

Campaign Speeches (3 minutes per candidate)
1:30  – 2:00 PM

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
 2:30 PM -  3:30 PM

Concurrent Sessions -








  Success Stories-






Soledad



              2:30 – 2:55  Fostering Strong Partnerships with Native American Tribes

   

             3:00 - 3:30 Goshute Strategic Planning Effort and IRMP Grant (AVIS) 





  SW Sustainable Forest Partnership



Guadalupe
 
Kim Kostelnik, Resource Protection Bureau Chief, New Mexico State Forestry







  How FSA Programs can partner with RC&D councils
Tularosa
Rick Lopez, FSA New Mexico State Director
Forest Products of the Mescalero Tribe in South Central New    Mexico







San Augustin
Jimmy D. Bridge, General Manager

 3:30 PM -  3:45 PM

Break

 3:45 PM - 5:30 PM

Concurrent Sessions -





  SW Sustainable Forest Partnership



Guadalupe
 
Kim Kostelnik, Resource Protection Bureau Chief, New Mexico State Forestry







  How FSA Programs can partner with RC&D councils  
Tularosa
Rick Lopez, FSA New Mexico State Director
 Innovative Plant Restoration technology-


Soledad
  A. Salim Bawazir PhD, NM State University
 Forest Products of the Mescalero Tribe in South Central New Mexico









San Augustin
           Jimmy D. Bridge, General Manager

 6:00 PM -  6:30 PM

No Host Bar

 6:30 PM
Banquet - (Prime Rib) 




San Andres Ballroom
Guest Speaker-Dr. Lowell Catlett, Dean of Agriculture, New Mexico State University
Live auction to follow Banquet- 
Wade Worrell, Auctioneer
Wednesday, January 16, 2008
 8:00 AM -    9:45 AM
Use of remote sensing for water conservation 
Guadalupe




 
A. Salim Bawazir Ph.D., NM State University
8:00 am to 9:30 a.m.
RC&D Council Training:   Financial Responsibility and Sustainability 









Cimarron
Donna Hunter, National Association of RC&D Councils 

Terry D’Addio, Director, NRCS, Resource Conservation & 







                    Development & Rural Lands Division
 9:30 AM -  9:45 AM

Break

9:45 AM – 11:45 AM
Success Stories-





Guadalupe
                                        9:45 – 10:15 – Technology Center Connects Central Nebraska
                                            10:20 – 11:10 – Central North Dakota Pastured Poultry Institute

                                            11:15 – 11:45 – Bonneville County West Nile Virus Surveillance and                                    
                                                                     Monitoring




Success Stories –





Soledad




9:45 – 10:15 – Corsica Lake Watershed Implementation Project
                                            10:20 – 11:10 – Slater Wind Energy Association, LLC; Using  

                                                                   Partnerships to Effectively Market and Develop

                                                                   Wind Energy Resources in Southeastern Wyoming

                                           11:15 – 11:45 – San Luis Valley Farms Harvesting Solar
12:00 PM - 1:45 PM
Luncheon & Guest Speaker – (Western Bar-B-Que Buffet)

San Augustin/Tularosa Ballroom
 George Duda, Forest Health and Restoration, retired New Mexico Urban & Community Forester, Retired
Western President’s address and closing remarks
