Name of Nominee:  Ord FFA Chapter
Sponsoring RC&D Council: Loup Basin RC&D

Award Nomination Category: Outstanding Youth Involvement Award

Western Association/National Association of RC&D Councils

ORD FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA 

A.  Innovation/Spirit:  The Ord Future Farmers of America (FFA) Chapter has been very active and committed to helping the Loup Basin RC&D for over the last 15 years.  All the Chapter members are motivated by the positive comments and appreciation show by the RC&D and the Ord community.  

They volunteer for litter and waste reduction programs such as the Scrap Tire Amnesty collections, and Household Hazardous Waste collections. At the Household Hazardous Waste Collection the volunteers unloaded 4,000 pounds of computers, 5,000 pounds of batteries, 2,000 pounds of paint, and 1,000 pounds of pesticides, mercury and corrosive materials. The final total for the scrap tires was 120 tons.  The FFA was truly “tired” after that collection.  These events fully support the RC&D’s Area Plan for preservation of water quality, air quality, and promoting recycling.

The FFA has started original projects such as barb-wire and metal cleanups in which the members go to farms and ranches and pick up the metal. They are learning the value of recycling and they are also making money to support members travel expenses at the same time. They plant landscaping along the highway that runs through Ord. Everyone that enters the community can see shrubs spelling out “Ord”.  The members also pick up litter along Nebraska Highway 11 twice a year.  They work well together and with other organizations, and are always enthusiastic about their projects. B. Outreach/ Team Building:  They are involved with student educational presentations by Keep Loup Basin Beautiful (KLBB); a Keep America Beautiful affiliate located in the Loup Basin RC&D office in Ord. Keep Loup Basin Beautiful promotes improving communities by engaging individuals to take more responsibility for their environments by litter education, waste reduction, and beautification.  
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KLBB is under the guidance of the Loup Basin RC&D Council.  Twelve members of the Ord FFA have volunteer three years in a row to help KLBB with the Student’s Environmental Festivals that serve students from the nine county Loup Basin RC&D region. By volunteering, they are not only help the event run smoothly, but are showing good examples for the students. The Ord High School was involved with the Keep America Beautiful “Student’s for Recycling Program” this year.  This a contest sponsored by Sam’s Club in which school collects plastic soda (PET) bottles for recycling.  Sam’s Club then funds the recycling of the bottles to make into backpacks.  The results of that program will be announced in October. 

The members of the Ord FFA are also very involved with other community events such as the Valley County Fair and BBQ.  They grow poinsettias for distribution in December, and provide BBQ meat for many community functions.  They have concession stands at local auctions, and are always willing to lean a hand at any event.  

They volunteer to help at the Comstock Festivals each year by helping pick up the litter at the end of each event.  These concerts are attended by over 17,000 people, so there is a lot to pick up!  
C. Coordination:  The goals of the Loup Basin RC&D and the Ord FFA are very complimentary. The FFA Creed states that the FFA member will believe in leadership, respect of the land, that they can exert a positive influence in their home and community. The volunteer efforts of the Ord FFA certainly demonstrate those values. The members of the Ord FFA are NRCS Earth team volunteers. The RC&D could not complete the large Scrap Tire Amnesty and Household Hazardous Waste Collections without the enthusiastic, energetic help of the Ord FFA youth. They love to get “dirty” and work hard.  By participation in these projects, members are learning the importance of litter reduction, recycling, the health benefits of removal of scrap tires and hazardous waste, and to protect the land.  They are definitely a positive influence on the community.
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 The Loup Basin RC&D provides the trailer for the organization to use in their pickup of metal and barb-wire for recycling. The Keep Loup Basin Beautiful organization provides free seeds to the FFA if they are planting new flower beds.


 The FFA organization naturally promotes self-confidence and leadership.  This particular FFA affiliate is outstanding, and has received President George Bush’s Daily Point of Light award last October for their contribution toward a better community. The group received the 2007 Keep America Beautiful state 2nd place award for youth involvement in helping keep their community clean and litter free. They have won many state and national awards for their land judging talents, parliamentary procedure team and creed speaking contests.  FFA competitions promote leadership, maturity, leadership development, and encourage the members to excel to the best of their ability.   Each one of the members has unique and varied talents.  Last year on member of the FFA took wildlife and landscape pictures to be included in 5,000 tourism CD's that were produced and distributed by the Loup Basin RC&D office. The Chapter news reporter shows exception writing skills and produces interesting and informative newspaper articles about the Chapters activities. 
D: Documentation:
We have enclosed documentation of some of the Ord FFA projects and the Daily Point of Light Award.  Enclosed are the newspaper pictures of the 2007 Keep Nebraska Beautiful Awards presentation at Norfolk on July 19, 2007. The Loup Basin RC&D was also honored for their environmental projects in their nine county area.  We truly believe that the Ord FFA is an outstanding youth organization that deserves recognition by the State RC&D Association for all their involvement, hard work, and contributions to the Loup Basin RC&D.
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