OUTSTANDING YOUTH INVOLVEMENT

YOUTH NAME:   Paul Collins

SUBMITTED BY:  Judy Leighton, Grant Administrator

                                Coronado RC & D


Paul Collins, age 15, came to our office in early spring with a great idea.  He wanted to rework the School Garden that had been a prior Coronado RC & D project.  He came to us highly recommended by the FFA teacher, Mr. Sandborn.  


Paul had a written plan, a drawing of the space he intended to work for planting and a detailed budget.  Paul, whose family is involved in active farming, wanted to teach other students how to prepare soil and plant and grow vegetables.  Paul further planned to sell the vegetables to elderly citizens and to deliver the vegetables to their homes, thus providing the community with a much needed service.  He was given a grant from Coronado RC & D and has used that money wisely to purchase necessary seeds and equipment for working his garden.  Paul’s garden has provided many opportunities for other students to learn and further the agricultural needs for the area, as well as enhancing the Coronado RC & D’s goals of promoting agriculture and community development.  

Paul has been very involved in the community.  He is actively involved with the FFA, and serves as an officer.  He is involved with his church and attends many other functions in the community.  Paul also provided a flower/pea garden for the local daycare center in Willcox so that the young children could watch them grow.  Paul attended a grant writing workshop provided by Coronado RC & D and presented his garden project to the RC & D Council at the last meeting.  


Paul has maturity beyond his age.  He presents himself professionally and dresses in his FFA uniform when giving presentations.  He has shown great leadership in planning his garden, speaking to different groups about the garden and providing many different work sessions with his volunteers.  Paul is very quick to recognize that he could not have done the garden without help.  He has enlisted many members of his family, friends and students to assist in the project from the beginning.  He has recognized them by the many pictures he has in the file of their involvement and providing them with refreshments and fun activities as a way of thanking them for their help.  Paul’s garden project compliments the RC & D’s goals of agriculture needs and opportunities and community development needs and opportunities.  

Paul provides a monthly written report and budget to Judy Leighton.  He has documentation of his work days and garden progress, with many pictures to support all of his activities.  Paul was presented with a working agreement when he started and he has fulfilled all of the obligations outlined in that agreement. 


I am very proud to nominate Paul Collins for the 2007 Arizona RC & D Award for Outstanding Youth Involvement.  

Judy Leighton, Grant Administrator

